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Differences of opinion in parents need not have an un-
favorable influence on a child's development. The fact that
a difference exists even between two persons so close to each
other and to him may give him a better start in the world
outside his home than if no such difference exists. He may
be less dogmatic, less critical of others, because he has
learned from the very beginning that nothing is too sacred
to be investigated. If he can grow up in a home where
varying opinions, instead of causing rancour or under-
handedness, lead to well-considered compromise or a good-
natured-yielding on the part of one parent, he is luckier than
many children who have to learn k'League of Nations" solu-
tions later*
USE   OF    INFORMATION   GATHERED
Nothing is more futile than to collect information about
children that is never used either to increase our knowledge
of the principles of child development or to aid us in under-
standing individual children. The use of information for
the latter purpose is a more difficult task than the collection
of it and requires true wisdom on the part of teachers and
parents. A little knowledge is a dangerous thing when it
is not used wisely.
Information from various sources should be weighed and
checked and interpreted. Starting with the day-by-day obser-
vation of a child, the teacher or parent may acquire a picture
of the development of his speech and actions. Changes in
his .characteristic behavior call for further study. Standard-
ized tests supply a check on the parent's or teacher's obser-
vation. Through conversations with the child, the meaning
of the behavior to him may be revealed. A study of the en-
vironment is necessary for therapeutic as well as diagnostic
purposes, for it is largely through making changes in the
environment that the adjustment of preschool children is
effected.
A record of representative performance of children three
to six years old would have four possible values: (1) through
its very concreteness it would give an appreciation of the